Liberty Revoked:

Korematsu v. the United States

Emma Bodisch

Junior Division

Individual Documentary

Process Paper: 431 Words



Process Paper

For last year's National History Day | created an exhibit that focused on the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. The topics of racism and abuse of Asian Americans in
America are often overshadowed by the historical mistreatment of Native Americans
and African Americans. As an individual of Asian descent, these topics strike close to
home, and | believe they deserve the same amount of exposure. After reading several
books about World War Il and Japanese internment, | decided to center my project on
Korematsu v. the United States, in an effort to educate and inform others about key
pieces of American history that they may not have had the chance to learn about before,

and that are still relevant in America today.

| started my research at my school's library. There were several books available
about Pearl Harbor, World War |l, Japanese internment, and Fred Korematsu. | also
checked out several primary and secondary sources from the Perry-Castaneda library at
the University of Texas. Finding sources specifically on the court case proved
somewhat difficult, so | turned to the Internet to find additional information, using the
National Archives, Discovery Education and other types of databases that would contain
valuable resources. | took notes from every source that proved helpful for my project,
and kept them in a binder so that | would have them available throughout the creation of

my documentary, and as | wrote my bibliography.

Using the notes | took during my research, | created a script for my documentary.
| then collected photographs from many different resources, including several books and

online databases, such as Britannica. This was my first time entering a documentary



for the National History Day contest, so | took some time to familiarize myself with my
laptop’s video editing program (iMovie) and audio recording/editing program
(GarageBand). Once | felt comfortable enough to begin, | recorded my script and

inserted the photographs in a way that they would support my message clearly.

My topic is a clear illustration of this year's theme, “Rights & Responsibilities.”
Focusing on the case of Korematsu v. the United States shows the violation of rights
that Americans of Japanese descent faced during World War I, and it highlights an
ordinary man who shouldered the responsibility to stand up against the government for
the rights of all Americans. The story of Fred Korematsu reminds us that it is our
responsibility as citizens to speak up if we think actions taken by the military or
government violate the Constitution, and that the voice of Americans carries weight and

importance in our democracy.
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