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Process Paper

After viewing the documentary, Fauberg Treme: The Untold Story of Black
New Orleans, I was both excited and intrigued by the fact that there were Free
People of Color in New Orleans who in the 1800’s, owned about 80% of the land
in the Treme community. Under French and Spanish rule, slaves ( primarily from
Senegal and Senegambia) could also work to buy their freedom. This unique
suburb also included Europeans from many countries as well as free people from
St. Dominigue ( Haiti) . My curiosity peaked and I was inspired to find out more
about Homer Plessy and the Comite des Citoyens (Citizens Committee) which
included writers, business owners , newspaper editors and activists who fought to
ensure their right to be free of Jim Crow laws. My interest in the topic increased as
I wondered why this history is unknown, the reason for racial hatred and what can
be done to get rid of it and heal the past.

I conducted my research by using Google Books to search for books relevant
to my topic. At the University of Houston, I found several works by authors with
expertise on Treme .Two important examples include, Revolution and
Romanticism and the Afro-Creole Protest Tradition in Louisiana 1718-1868 by
Caryn Cosse Bell, and We as Freemen : Plessy V. Ferguson, by Keith Weldon
Medley. A few of my books have copies of letters and other documents related to
Plessy Versus Ferguson. Extremely important is a book by Rodolph Desdunes ,
who lived in Treme in the 1800’s and includes essays and poems written in French,
translated by a friend from Senegal. Primary source newspapers like The New
Orleans Tribune were downloaded from data bases from the University of Houston
and were photocopied from The New Orleans Historical Collection, Williams
Research Center. While at the center, I met with Jennifer Navarre, an archivist,
who helped me with primary source documents. I walked through Fauberg Treme,
Congo Square, and stood at the historical marker on Press Street where Homer
Plessy boarded the train and walked down Rampart Street where he lived.

The Performance category was chosen because it offers a creative way to
present my research. My script was developed using primary source material
(translations) and information from historians and interviews. I also prepared a
short piano piece with the help of my piano teacher, Olga Marek, providing an
example of Spanish influence to early jazz music inspiring Jelly Roll Morton, who
lived in Treme.



Finally, the National History Day Theme is: Rights and Responsibilities in
History. Free People of Color like Captain Arnold Bertonneau, Paul Trevigne,
Homer Plessy and others exhibited extreme courage and personal responsibility in
their fight for the rights of people of African descent, to participate fully in
America as citizens, living its dream and demanding color blind justice..
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great granddaughter of Judge Ferguson who ruled against Plessey, upholding the
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The video is written by Lolis Eric Elie who was a journalist in New Orleans. Historical
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The author grew up in New Orleans near where Homer Plessy lived. He provides an
extremely detailed and rich account of important people involved in the protest against
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former masters .Despite the fact that the Civil Rights Act of 1875 guaranteed many civil
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Senegambia and Senegal provided many of the cultural traditions found in New Orleans.
There’s an online database that she created with information from slave records.

The book also discusses the ways in which the slaves and free people interacted and how
they helped to shape the social context of New Orleans along with the many Europeans
who intermingled while sharing skills to survive during colonial Louisiana.
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Collection; Williams Research Center. 27 December, 2014, Print.
Mayor of New Orleans, during the 1970°s, Ernest Morial provided a description of the
history of Fauberg Treme and the people who inhabited the community from the 1800°s.
For example he documented that.” Most of the free persons of color were either
manumitted children of white men or individuals who fled the slave uprisings of the
West Indies. The free men of color who resided in Treme were often musicians, craftsmen
and artisans.” The mayor’s research provides valuable information regarding the people of
the community, and their origins, as well as information about the architecture of the homes
or cottages or shotgun houses which were heavily influenced by Haiti.

Plessy, Keith. Telephone Interview. November 21, 2013. 7:30 p.m.
Speaking with the great grandnephew of Homer Plessy was extremely valuable in
understanding not only the impact of the Plessy Vs. Ferguson case, but also the nature
the relationships of the people who lived in the community of Fauberg Treme. He discussed
his experience growing up in a neighborhood where many of the people were descendants
of families from the 19™ century. For example, he described a conversation with a Sicilian
friend he grew up with where he realized the friend was a descendant of Italians who were
massacred in the 1800°s, Keith Plessy is an artist whose family included carpenters, much
like many of the original inhabitants of the community. He met Phoebe Ferguson by
accident, and values greatly their relationship as a powerful symbol of racial healing. When
he decided to create the Plessy Ferguson Foundation with her, he talked about its extreme
importance as a vehicle through which the children of today can learn about the Plessy case
in order to learn not to repeat the injustices of the past and more importantly, how to create
genuine and lasting relationships with people from different racial and ethnic backgrounds.

Trevigne, Barbara. Telephone Interview. February 7, 2014, 7:00 p.m. Ms. Trevigne is the 3" great
niece of Paul Trevigne, the linguist, editor and free man of color of three Black owned
papers in New Orleans which played a powerful role as the major agents to resist the
racially oppressive practices designed to prevent both free and freed men from enjoying the
full rights of citizenship The newspapers were :L 'Union, published from 1862-1864 when
New Orleans was first occupied by Union troops under Benjamin Butler, and La Tribune de
la Nouvelle Orleans, or The New Orleans Tribune, both owned by Dr. Charles Roudanez.
Paul Trevigne was also the editor of the Crusader, owned by Louis Martinet. The Tribune



was widely known and circulated in the north as well, particularly among radical
republicans who advocated for all the rights of citizenship afforded to all Americans.
Frederick Douglas and other abolitionists like Charles Sumner also read the paper.

The paper was known to be the major organ or voice of Black people in the south which
continually articulated political and legal rights issues, as well as educational, historical
and other literary works by authors influenced by the French literary traditions influenced
by the revolutionary tradition. For example, an article would likely be written reminding
the public about the fact that when France freed its slaves, freedom meant having the right
to participate fully in the political process of the country and enjoy entirely the status of
of citizenship .Barbara Trevigne is a historian, clinical social worker, who also does
historical performances .Her interview gave me valuable information for the content and
performance aspect of my project..



