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After two years of Texas History Day competition, I decided that I was rgady to take on a
more familiar piece of history. This decision, along with a suggestion from a past judge, led me
to researching the atomic bomb. However, I did not want to repeat an over-represented viewpoint
so I searched for controversy within the decision and found MacArthur. He was against
dropping the atomic bombs on Japan and felt that Truman was responsible for the terrible
tragedy of targeting civilians. MacArthur actively took responsibility for the reconstruction of
Japan, straining relations between him and Truman along the way.

By mid-August, I researched internet articles and found books that helped me determine
my primary thesis. I then searched Truman’s Presidential Library, the National Archives, and
military archives to find primary sources that would help me understand my topic and the
various viewpoints. [ was trying to uncover why the government felt justified in dropping the
bombs and how they determined that it was America’s responsibility to clean up the mess the
bombs left behind. In past wars, the American Government provided financial aid but made
former enemies responsible for cleaning up the mess. As I centered on Japan’s reconstruction, [
discovered General MacArthur’s role in writing the Japanese Constitution and changed my focus
from the dropping of the atomic bombs themselves to the nationwide, all-encompassing reforms
they caused. I used my notes to create an outline and a timeline and then filled in the gaps in my
research by finding information about the feud between Truman and MacArthur. I used notes
and photos from my research to create my script.

I wanted to do a performance because I have done performance for the past two years and
liked working with props and costumes. I decided to portray General Douglas MacArthur, since
he was Supreme Commander of Allied Powers (SCAP) and was the center of reforms undertaken

in post-war Japan. I wanted my props to be historically accurate. My research on MacArthur’s



uniform led to reenactment pieces purchased on EBay including an accurate hat and pipe. I was
inspired to use a slide projector after I found unpublished photos taken in Japan by MacArthur’s
personal driver at the Texas Tech University Library. T feel that the photos represent key points
of the rebuilding and provide a unique perspective to my performance.

MacArthur’s responsibility for rebuilding Japan fits the theme of Rights and
Responsibilities in several aspects. President Truman accepted responsibility for dropping the
atomic bombs on Japan. General MacArthur thought that violated the rights of Japanese women
and children who were not soldiers, which addresses actions that are issues of morality.
MacArthur also accepted responsibility for reconstructing Japan and created the new Japanese
Constitution to guarantee the Democratic rights of Japanese citizens after the occupation ended.
MacArthur taking responsibility for Truman’s destruction of Japan helped them not only recover

but prosper over the years.
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Commission learned a great deal about the effects of the atomic bombs because of MacArthur’s
clean-up and restructure of Japan after the war.

Specchcs.

"Address by President Truman about Policy in the Far East, 1951." PBS. http://www.pbs.org/
wgbh/amex/macarthur/filmmore/reference/primary/officialdocs03.html (accessed
February 17, 2014).

This speech by President Truman to the American Public showed how he wanted to deal
with the war in Korea. He wanted a minimal conflict, quickly executed stamp-out. MacArthur, on
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2014.
<http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/koreanwar/documents/inde
x.php?pagenumber=1&documentdate=1951-04-19&documentid=ma-2-18>.
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<http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/achesonmemos/view.php?
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This report from General MacArthur to President Truman was the predictions for the
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showed his worth as a general and further proved the injustice in his dismissal. This confirmed my
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Though if he won, he would save freedom and preserve peace. It showed, once more, that
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This packet is a review on the impacts on foreign relations if MacArthur was fired. It
- shows how the MacArthur Statement would negatively affect the U.S. It showed me how much the
peoples in Asia thought of MacArthur. Many governments were even predicted to become wary
because of his firing. It also talks of how Truman didn't have a very good excuse to present to the
public.
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This book was published for the Atomic Commission in the 1950s as a how to manual.
This book showed how much the average person involved in the planning of the atomic bombs

actually knew about them. It let me know that they did not know the aftereffects of what the bombs
would do. They just knew that it would be very destructive and very deadly. They knew the



blast’s power and radius and even the wave lengths of the shock waves, but all they knew of the
radiation was that it was there. They knew nothing of its effects on the human body.
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Japan. Its vast arrangement of pictures and their captions helped me understand what it was like in
Japan at that time, and the challenge MacArthur faced in rebuilding.
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Dept. of Defense, 1977.

This let me know how much damage the government thought they were doing when they
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affect the infrastructure and people around them. Truman had know the effects of the blast, but he
dropped them anyways.

The Manhattan Engineer District. The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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This book gave an objective, clean cut, hard numbers account of the atomic bombings. It gave
death counts, damage costs, and radiation poisoning levels. It helped me understand the extensive
damage caused by the bombs and some of the medical issues MacArthur faced while he was
commander of the occupational forces. Through this data I gained an understanding of Truman’s
orders to not provide rations, medical care, etc. and made it evident that he was unaware of the
score of damage and actual state Japan was in.
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"Truman Fires MacArthur." Washington (Washington D.C.), April 11, 1951.

This was a magazine article showing how the public first learned of MacArthur's firing. It
also let me know how the public reacted and helped let me show Truman’s unpopularity because of
it.

"Truman Ousts MacArthur in Quarrel Over Korea." San Francisco Examiner, April 11, 1951.

This paper gave a unique view of MacArthur's firing. While most papers at least attempted
to sound objective, this paper was against it openly. It showed how the average person’s view of

Truman dropped as a result of the firing.
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The Headline for August 7, 1945, it “U. 8. ATOMIC BOMB OPENS NEW ERA, Missile,
20,000 Times TNT Power, Shatters Jap City; Tests Show Vertical Effect 40,000 Ft., Lateral 250
Mi.; $2.000,000,000 Death Race Barely Won by Allies.” The significance of this headline helped
me reiterate the consequences of Truman dropping the bombs.
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Records of Allied Operational and Occupation Headquarters, World War 11, 1907 — 1966.
National Archives. research.archives.gov (accessed January 12, 2014).

This is the cover page for the Basic Directive for Post-Surrender Military Govern in Japan
Proper; I joined it with two other documents to show the “policy planners.”

“Photographs of Occupied Japan.” Circa 1945. Paul 8. Williams Papers. S1758.1
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University.

Pete Williams was General MacArthur’s driver in Japan. While he was in Japan,
Williams recorded the destruction from the bomb and witnessed the Army’s role in rebuilding
Japan. His photograph collection helped me understand just how many troops were sent over and
that the U, S. controlled every aspect of Japanese life. To keep the spirit of the pictures I wanted
to use a slide projector, theses photos drove my script.
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January 12, 2014).

This is a photo of United Nations forces withdrawing from Pyongyang, the North Korean
capital as they crossed the 38th parallel. [ made a slide of it to show the transition from
MacArthur’s role rebuilding Japan to the rising conflict between MacArthur and Truman over
MacArthur’s role as SCAP. Reason why MacArthur was required to leave Japan and the start of
the path that led to his demise, transition from MacArthur’s role rebuilding Japan to the rising
conflict between MacArthur and Truman over MacArthur’s role as SCAP.
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48334/The Tokyo Trials /(accessed January 12, 2014).

This is a picture of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East. I wanted to illustrate
the magnitude of the trials and that MacArthur wasn’t the domineering General Truman portrayed.
Instead MacArthur focused on the lower war crimes court cases that directly impacted his soldiers
and that he was personally involved in.
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Occupation Headquarters, World War II, 1907 - 1966. research.archives.gov (accessed
January 12, 2014).



The Potsdam Declaration defined terms for Japan's surrender. As SCAP, MacArthur’s
role was to uphold Japan’s surrender. I reference the document as one of the policies that
MacArthur had to enforce as SCAP and how it guided him through the Constitution writing
process for Japan.

“United States Initial Post-Defeat Policy Relating to Japan, February 1947-March 1947, 1945 -
1950.” National Archives. Records of Allied Operational and Occupation Headquarters,
World War IT, 1907 — 1966. research.archives.gov (accessed January 12, 2014).
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(accessed November 20, 2013).
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MacArthur and other generals all opposed the bombings. In fact, every single high ranking
general and officer all opposed the bombs. This article helped me understand that
MacArthur felt very strongly about hitting only military targets. [ also leared that when



Truman fired MacArthur, MacArthur would have been bitter. T used this information in
my seript to show MacArthur’s point of view on the atomic bombs and to express his
bitterness that the bombs were even dropped at all.
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November 23, 2013).

This article gave a good overview of the events that led up to President Truman’s decision
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destruction until the White House made a public announcement in Washington sixteen hours later.
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phase was building a political and economic future for Japan. This information helped me create
a framework for my script so I could talk about MacArthur’s duties during each phase.

“The Relief of MacArthur." U. S. Army Center of Military History. hittp://www.history.
army.mil/books/PD-C-20.HTM (accessed February 17, 2014).

This document explained the details of MacArthur's firing and people’s reaction to it. It
helped me understand the conflict between MacArthur and President Truman and that Truman saw
MacArthur as a political threat. Tt had a copy of the letter MacArthur received from Truman that
relieved him from duty and showed the confusion and frustration expressed by the American
people. This information helped me show some of the conflict MacArthur has with Truman, and I
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This thesis showed how the majority of people in Washington, D.C. did not care about the
bombs. MacArthur was the only one with much passion about the subject. It confirmed that most
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me understand that I needed to play MacArthur as impassioned and angered as I could and that I
needed to show that he was working against Washington’s wishes in many cases.
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com/2013/08/11/the-truman-macarthur-controversy/ (accessed February 17, 2014).

This article let me know how far the bad blood between Truman and MacArthur really
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President Truman.
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Bomb Against Japan." The Huffington Post. August 5, 2013. http://www.huffingtonpost.
com/ greg-mitchell/countdown-to-hiroshima-fo_b_3707531.html (accessed February 17,
2014).

This article showed MacArthur's personal opinion of the bombs. It also conveys how he
was never actually asked his opinion or even mentioned to him that the A-bombs would be used
until the decision was already made. When he was asked afterward, he replied that the bombs had
had “absolutely no military value.” Iused this information to show MacArthur’s point of view on
dropping the bombs.
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Charles River Editors. American Legends: The Life of General Douglas MacArthur. Boston:
Charles River Editors, 2013.

This is a biography of MacArthur’s life and includes a good overview on his life along with
a fair amount of quotes from his various speeches. Also, it had a picture that showed everything I
would need for my costume. As supreme commander of the Allied powers (SCAP), he presided
over the Japanese surrender on September 2, 1945, and then served as military governor of Japan.
When the Korean War started in July 1950, he became commander of United Nations forces in
Korea. When Chinese forces began fighting alongside the North Koreans in November 1950, he
wanted to take the war into China, but this became a huge conflict with President Truman. [ used
information from this book to talk about SCAP duties and leading the United Nations in Korea.

Ishikawa, Eisei, and David L. Swain. Hiroshima and Nagasaki: The Physical, Medical and Social
Effects of the Atomic Bombings. New York: Basic Books, Inc. Publishers, 1981.

While this book had a good amount of factual information, its main value is in its pictures.
It has an expansive collection of pictures of the various ailments that radiation and blast effects
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revealing experience to look through all of the suffering that the atomic bombs had caused.

Mitchell, Greg. Atomic Cover-up: To U.S. Soldiers, Hiroshima & Nagasaki and the Greatest
Movie Never Made. New York: Sinclair Books, 2012.

This book gave the truly staggering numbers of loss of life and damage to Japan. Officials
suppressed the most important film footage taken by the American military and a Japanese
newsreel team because it showed the extreme consequences of dropping the atomic bombs on
civilians in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This helped me understand why MacArthur would be so
opposed to dropping the bombs, from both a military and a human perspective.

Wasserman, Harvey, and Norman Solomon. Killing Our Own: the Disaster of America’s
Experience with Atomic Radiation. New York: Delacorte Press, 1982.

This book provided a great deal of information on the medical effects of the bombs and
how people reacted to them. It allowed me to see how badly the atomic bombs really affected
Japan and helped me understand some of the issues MacArthur had to face and personal challenges
to him and his men who were serving.



