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Process Paper

In trying to determine a suitable topic for my research, I considered looking through
my grandfather’s old history books to get ideas. While looking through a stack of books, I found
The Grapes of Wrath, a novel of historical fiction that takes place during the Great Depression.
After reading the book’s depiction of migrant farmworkers and the harsh exploitation they faced, 1
knew that I could tie in “rights and responsibilities” with this profound yet compelling subject. I was
sure that this was an interesting topic to pursue for my History Fair project.

I began my research with an examination of available online resources by consulting the
internet about the events of the Great Depression. To gather more extensive resources, | browsed
through the Library of Congress Internet Archive. I stumbled across the Voices from the Dust Bowl:
the Charles L. Todd and Robert Sonkin Migrant Worker Collection, an internet archive collection
containing an abundance of primary sources such as: songs, interviews, audio recordings, diaries,
pictures, manuscripts, and other records collected at federal migrant camps; this collection would
function as the backbone of most of my research. I conducted two interviews with former migrant
workers from Texas, Micaela Rodriquez and Esther Ramirez; their insights provided me great
knowledge of their daily responsibilities and the mistreatment and abuse they endured. I managed to
contact the Attorney at Law Branch Manager from the Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid, Israel Reyna,
to gain a different perspective. He provided me with a great deal of information about the laws and
rights correlated with migrant workers. Lastly, I interviewed Amy Castely, a professor of civil law
at St. Mary’s University. She gave me detailed information about migrant workers laws, especially
about the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Protection Act of 1975.

After gathering my resources, 1 brainstormed about which presentation category would be
best to deliver my research. I settled on the documentary category because of my personal interest in
video editing. I assembled my gathered documents and information, and then began piecing together
the story of the migrant workers. | wrote a brief outline which became a script. I recorded it in
Audacity and brought it together with my media in Windows Live Movie Maker. As I continued my
research, I struggled between modifying the script and modifying the visual until I was satisfied. At
first, my documentary exceeded the 10 minute limit, so I made some hard decisions and shortened
some interviews and eliminated pictures.

My documentary connects to the theme because it significantly portrays the history of the
plight of migrant workers. It expresses the history of the persistent exploitation of migrant farmer
workers and their families. With no rights or laws to protect them from mistreatment, they were
forced to accept demanding labor which brought hardship and agony. They were entitled to basic
human rights but farm owners exploited the migrant workers and took no responsibility for their
basic rights and humanity.
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