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This year’s National History Day Theme, Rights and Responsibilities, offered
many great topics to consider, but we ended up selecting Title IX, which is the law
that opened the door to equal access for girls and women across our nation. We
chose this topic because we wanted a topic that would be unexpected for two
boys. Also, we had a couple of girls that were on our football team this year so
we were both wondering how girls were able to participate in a sport that is
dominated by males. Before History Fair this year we didn’t even know that Title
IX existed and even though it seems normal that girls play lots of different sports

today, it has not always been that way.

We began conducting our research by searching websites for background
information. We then searched for primary and secondary sources at both our
school library and local library. We also spoke to Mr. Mulvaney, a district athletic
director, so that we would have a better understanding of Title IX and how it
applies to public schools. We also spoke a woman business owner, as well as a
female athlete to who went to school on a sports scholarship. These interviews

helped us gain a personal perspective of our project.

We chose to do an exhibit board and used colors to represent both sides of

Title IX. We chose black because we thought that it would represent the



masculine side of sports. It was very hard for us to decide to border all of the
pictures in pink because we feel that we are very manly! It worked out however
because the use of pink on the board represents the integration of females into
the places that only men could participate in before Title IX. Qur titles represent
the process of Title IX in sports terminology. Holding Penalty, showed that
women were being held from their rights and forward progress demonstrated
that woman wanted progress towards rights. Starting Lineup, included key
people in the Title IX process. In the middle of our board, we used First Down and
Score! Touchdown!, to show that women obtained victory with this legislation.
We used Personal Foul to show that the reaction to Title IX was not always
positive. Our final title, Superbowl| Bound, presented the important impacts of

Title IX.

Our project relates to the theme of Rights and Responsibilities because Title
IX established the right of gender equity in education, jobs, and sports. Although
we are focusing our project on sports because we feel that sports scholarships
have offered women the opportunities to further themselves in the education
and business world more than ever before, Title IX has made it possible for the

door to be opened into many different areas that were previously closed. This



historically significant legislation has changed the lives of girls and women across

our nation.
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