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The subject for my history fair project is Truth is a Defense: John Peter Zenger
and FFreedom of the Press. 1 visited NHD.org to look at possible topics for my project.
There were a few that interested me but the Trial of John Peter Zenger interested me the
most. [ wanted to learn more about his role in the history of the freedom of the press. I
also thought this topic would go well with this year’s theme, Rights and Responsibilities
in History,

I have conducted my research in several ways, such as going to the school library,
Sterling Municipal Library, internet research, and conducting personal interviews. First,
[ went to the school library and then Sterling Municipal Library to get books to read on
my topic. I was able to get more sources from the bibliography in the back of some
books. T also read articles and found pictures for my exhibit online. I also conducted
interviews to get people’s points of views about freedom of the press and what it means
to them.

[ decided to do an exhibit on my own because it is hard to find time to work with
other people. 1did an exhibit the last four years and I feel comfortable with this category.
I have been to state twice and nationals once with an exhibit. [ wanted to make the
exhibit sturdy, so I decided to go with a tri-fold board made out of ply-wood and covered
the sides in newspapers with mod-podge. I also borrowed a typewriter to use for the
display.

My topic, rights and responsibilities of the press, relates to this year’s theme,
“Rights and Responsibilities in History” in many ways. Freedom of the press comes with
rights and responsibilities. In the 1700°s, American journalists did not have the freedom

that exists today. John Peter Zenger, a German immigrant, printed The New York Weekly



Journal and was put on trial for libel because he published articles that questioned the
government and its integrity. Zenger was found not guilty. This trial was an important
step toward the freedom of the American press. However, freedom of the press was not
truly known until the First Amendment was passed. Once the First Amendment was
passed, publishers felt that they were able to express their views more freely. A
democracy cannot exist in the modern world without free press. The press is an essential
weapon against a corrupt government who holds power. Newspapers and other forms of
media allow for ideas, even those that voice opposition. However, with these rights does
come responsibilities. Today, some people feel the press has too much freedom and
question how much is too much information. Celebrities and politicians often fear the
paparazzi and having their private lives exposed for everyone to see. The rights of
journalists have increased since John Peter Zenger was a publisher and now the
responsibilities of the press are even more important for keeping the public informed

without overstepping rights to privacy.
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